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A Legal Case Regarding Collection of Embroidered Brocade from
the Bulletin of the Henan Museum

HUANG, Pi-Jen*

Abstract

Henan Museum, founded in 1927, was the first public museum in the Henan Province and has
a rich collection of artifacts. In the Bulletin of the Henan Museum, Zhao Xi-shi, Chief of the
Collection Division of the Henan Museum, describes the context of and a legal case regarding
the yue series brocade collection currently in National Museum of History.

In 1927 Li Shao-bin and Wang Xi-pu filed a lawsuit in Kaifeng, Henan, regarding a
group of brocade pieces. In the end, the Henan Province Government ruled that they could
either take them back or sell them to the government by the mutually-decided price. However,
both Li and Wang never returned to the court. Later it was speculated that the said group of
brocade was perhaps stolen from the Qing court.

In the case mentioned above, the legal base regarding cultural artifact was the
Provisional Measure Regarding Protection of Ancient Artifacts promulgated in October 1916.
In this Provisional Measure brocade was for the first time included as the national protected
artifact. Under this regulation, ancient artifacts in this legal case were moved from dubious
private owner to public collection, a great precedent set by Kaifeng Provincial Court, Henan

Higher Court and Henan Province Government.

Keywords

National Museum of History,Bulletin of the Henan Museum, Zhao Xi-shi, The Vue

Series Brocade Collection

* Research Assistant, Research Division, National Museum of History.
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